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In the claims: 

Please amend the currently pending claims by substituting the following: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A data set selecting apparatus connectable to an external 

< 

storage device, wherein said storage device stores a plurality of data sets that are grouped into a 
plurality of data groups, a plurality of ext e rnal storag e d e vic e s, e ach storage device including a 
plurality of storag e ar e as, e ach storage area b e ing corr e spondingly allott e d to e ach of a plurality of 
data groups and storing a plurality of data sots that b e long to th e allott e d data group, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a display screen; 

a storag e d e vice selector for s e l e cting a storag e device from amongst said plurality of 
e xt e rnal storag e d e vic e s; 

a plurality of data group s e l e ction selecting controls , each data group selecting control being 
allocated to each of said data groups ; 

a plurality of data set selecting controls that are three-dimensional controls located separately 
in the vicinity of said display screen; 

an initial page setting device for designating, as an initial page data set, a desired data set 
from amongst the plurality of data sets that belong to a desired data group as selected by a user by 
means of a desired one of said plurality of data group selecting controls; and 

a data group allocator for individually allocating, to e ach of said plurality of data group 
s e l e cting controls, e ach of said data groups corresponding allotted to each of said plurality of storag e 
ar e as included in said storag e d e vic e selected by said storag e d e vic e s e l e ctor, wherein said plurality 
of data group s e l e cting controls are capable of sel e cting said allocat e d data groups; 
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a display controller which causes said display screen to list a plurality of identifiers, each 
representing each of at least a part of said plurality of data sets belonging to said select e d a desired 
data group which is selected by the user by means of the data group selecting control that is 
allocated to said desired data group such that an order of identifiers to be listed on said screen is 
determined by said initial page data set and that each of said listed plurality of identifiers is 
exhibited on said display screen at a location corresponding to and in the vicinity of each of said 
plurality of data set selecting controls that are thus allocated to said listed identifiers, wherein 
operating each of said plurality of data set selecting controls causes selection of the data set 
indicated by the identifier allocated to the operated data set selecting control as select e d by said 
allocat e d data group s e l e cting control; and 

a plurality of data s e t s e l e cting controls, e ach of which is corr e spondingly allocated for each 
of said id e ntifi e rs b e ing list e d on said display scr ee n and s e l e cts a data s e t represented by said 
id e ntifi e r allott e d to said e ach data s e t selecting control, wh e r e in said data s e t s e l e cting controls are 
three dim e nsional controls locat e d s e parat e ly and outsid e of the display scr ee n, e ach of which ar e 
corr e spondingly located n e ar th e allocat e d id e ntifier listed . 

Claim 2 (original) A data set selecting apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising a control panel, and wherein said display screen is provided on said control panel, and 
said data group selecting controls are arranged on said control panel. 
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3. (currently amended) A method for selecting data sets from among data sets stored 
in an external storage device storing a plurality of data sets that are grouped into a plurality of data 
groups, a plurality of e xt e rnal storag e d e vic e s, e ach including a plurality of storag e ar e as, e ach 
storag e area being corr e spondingly allott e d to each of a plurality of data groups and storing a 
plurality of data s e ts which b e long to th e allott e d data group, said method comprising: 

a st e p of s e lecting a storag e d e vic e from amongst said plurality of e xt e rnal storag e d e vic e s; 

a step of individually allocating, to each of a plurality of data group selecting controls, one 
each of said data groups corr e spondingly allott e d to e ach of said plurality of storag e areas included 
in said storag e d e vice selected by said st e p of selecting a storag e d e vic e; 

a step of selecting a data group including the data sets belonging thereto and stor e d in th e 
allott e d storag e ar e a of said sel e ct e d storag e d e vic e , by using a plurality of data group selecting 
controls; 

a step of setting an initial page data set by designating a desired data set from among the 
plurality of data sets that belong to the data group as selected by said step of selecting a data group; 

a step of displaying, on a display screen, a list of identifiers, each representing each of said 
data sets included in said selected data group; and 

a step of selecting a data set from among the data sets correspondingly represented by said 
listed identifiers, by using a plurality of data set selecting controls, each of which is correspondingly 
allocated for e ach to one of said data set displayed individually , wherein said plurality of data set 
selecting controls are three-dimensional controls located separately and outside of the display 
screen, each of which are correspondingly located near the allocated identifier listed , wherein an 
order of identifiers to be listed on said display screen is determined by said initial page data set and 
each of said listed plurality of identifiers is exhibited on said display screen at a location 
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corresponding to and in the vicinity of each of said plurality of data set selecting controls which are 
thus allocated to said listed identifiers, and wherein the operating of the data set selecting controls 
cause a selection of the data set corresponding to the identifier that corresponds to the operated data 
set selecting control 
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4. (currently amended) A storage medium for use in an apparatus for selecting data 
.sets, said apparatus being of a data processing type comprising a processor comput e r , a display 
screen, a plurality of data group selecting controls, and a plurality of data set selecting controls, said 
storage medium apparatus being connectible to an external storage device storing a plurality of data 
sets that are grouped into a plurality of data groups, a plurality of e xt e rnal storag e devic e s, eacK 
storag e d e vic e including a plurality of storage ar e as, e ach storag e ar e a b e ing corr e spondingly 
allott e d to e ach of a plurality of data groups and storing a plurality of data s e ts which belong to th e 
allott e d data group, said plurality of data set selecting controls being three-dimensional controls 
located separately and outside of the display screen, each of which are correspondingly located near 
fee an allocated identifier displayed on said display screen, listed, and said medium containing a set 
of executable instructions for causing a comput e r the processor to perform the steps of: 

r e c e iving input for s e l e cting a storage device from amongst said plurality of e xt e rnal storag e 
d e vic e s; 

individually allocating, to each of a plurality of data group selecting controls, eaeh one of 
said data groups corr e spondingly allotted to e ach of said plurality of storag e ar e as included in th e 
s e lect e d storag e d e vic e ; 

selecting a data group including data sets belonging thereto and stor e d in th e allott e d storag e 
area of said storag e medium , by using a plurality of data group selecting controls, each of which is 
correspondingly allocated for e ach to one of said plurality of data groups individually ; 

for a selected data group, setting an initial page data set by designating a desired data set 
from amongst the plurality of data ets that belong to the data group as selected by said step of 
selecting a data group: 
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displaying, on said display screen, a list of identifiers, each identifier representing a 
corresponding one of data sets of a data group selected by the user e ach of said data s e ts includ e d in 
said sel e cted data group ; and 

selecting a data set from among the data sets correspondingly represented by said listed 
identifiers, wherein each of data set selecting controls is correspondingly allocated for each of said 
data set individually, wherein the range and the order of the listed identifiers are determined by said 
initial page data set, and each of said listed plurality of identifiers is exhibited on said display screen 
at a location corresponding to and in the vicinity of each of said plurality of data set selecting 
controls that are thus allocated to said listed identifiers, and wherein operating each of said plurality 
of data set selecting controls causes selection of the data set indicated by the identifier allocated to 
the operated data set selecting control 

r e c e iving input from said data set s e l e cting controls for selecting a data s e t from among th e 
data s e ts corr e spondingly r e pr e s e nt e d by said listed identifi e rs, wh e r e in e ach of data s e t s e l e cting 
control is corr e spondingly allocat e d for e ach of said data s e t individually . 

Claim 5 (new) A data set selecting apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said display 
controller causes said display screen to display the identifier with the identifiers representing said 
initial page data set being located at the top of the listed plurality of identifiers. 
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